MINUTES - LAFAYETTE COUNTY 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Benton Business Incubator - Benton
Thursday, May 29, 7 PM

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairperson, Carol Korn.

Committee members present: Korn, Larson, Halloran, Garthwaite, Boyle, Wiegel 

Also present: Gary McCrea, David Breunig, Terry Sheffer, Joy Gieseke

Proof of proper posting was confirmed by Gieseke.

Motion by Larson, Second by Halloran to approve Agenda. Motion carried.
Introductions of all in attendance were made.

Motion by Halloran, Second by Garthwaite to approve April24 meeting minutes (with a correction noted that the meeting was held in Belmont.) Motion carried.

Conversations with Benton residents: McCrea gave a brief tour of the Business Incubator. They are hoping to have the building full by June – all tenants have been very satisfied and the village is pleased with the success. McCrea shared a brief history of the project that began in the early 2000s with 70% funding from the EDA. Other activities in Benton include:
· New Veteran Memorial being installed in the park

· A successful Community Fund with approx. $180,000 which contributes to a variety of school and community projects

· There is a large area of commercial TIF available at a very reasonable price
· There is a very good opportunity for anyone looking for a large empty new building in town.

RLF Report Update: Gieseke relayed a message from Ron Brisbois regarding his work with the RLF. Most everything is completed. He will contact DOA regarding a second public hearing that was not completed on one MVP loan (2008).  If they will not waive it, he will work with County Clerk to set it. 
There was further discussion on the RLF process moving forward, the need to have a point person for requests. Gieseke reminded the committee of Brisbois’ recommendation that we need to have someone with financial/accounting skills. More discussion on approaching local banks to assist.    

Discussion of planning for Lafayette County Economic Development: July 28th was set as the best date for the planning session. We will meet in the courthouse from 4:30 – 7:30. Gieseke will send invitations so that all cities, villages and towns have an opportunity to be represented and encouraged to be at the meeting.
Update from UW- Extension CRD: Gieseke reported that work on the Hidden Valleys feature is progressing. Work continues in the discussion of broadband needs with Todd Johnson, Grant County CRD. There is one month remaining in the current Digital Learners Grant project, but work will continue beyond the life of this grant. Gieseke asked for input regarding broadband needs and requested that any people with stories of broadband needs be referred to her. 
Future Agenda items: Resolution regarding Shullsburg casino; update from McNaughton regarding final existing MVP loan. 
No vouchers.
The next meeting will be held in Blanchardville at the Village Office, June 26 at 6 pm. 

Motion to adjourn by Larson. Second Wiegel. Meeting adjourned at 8:00.

Respectfully submitted by Joy Gieseke

