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    1900 Ervin Johnson Drive
      Darlington, WI 53530-9271
      Phone:  (608) 776-3836

* These minutes are subject to the approval of the Land Conservation Committee on 12/1/2015 *

MINUTES

MEETING OF THE 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
USDA AG CENTER CONFERENCE ROOM

Tuesday, November 3, 2015 at 9:30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9:36 a.m. by Chairman Leon Wolfe.  Others present: Bartels, Hammer, James, Wang, J. Wiegel, Bartz, Lange, Loeffelholz, and N. Larson.  
Excused:  Brandt

Larson stated that the agenda was posted in the USDA Service Center, by the County Clerk's Office, the Darlington Municipal Building, the Darlington Post Office, on the Lafayette County Webpage; and was sent to the press, the State Agencies, and NRCS.  

Motion was made by Hammer and second by Bartels to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried.
In regard to the minutes of the October 6, 2015 LCC meeting, under Field Staff reports/CREP Lange asked to amend the minutes to read CREP activity is currently on hold for 2 weeks because of the loss of his Dad.  Motion made by Bartels and second by J. Wiegel to approve the minutes of the 10/6/15 LCC meeting, as amended.  Motion carried.

Public Comment:  None

Field Staff & Department Head Report:   
A Tech report was given by Lange.  He is up to 95 status reviews – the most he has done in 1 year.  Certificates of Compliance – We just received a letter from DATCP extending the Compliance Certificate to December 31, 2016 (See Copy).  The Department of Revenue (DOR) will require a standardized certificate number, but there is nothing in the statutes yet.  This is not yet public knowledge.  DATCP did not want farmers getting a lot of Notices of Non-Compliance.  Wolfe asked if this would be doable.  Lange stated it depended if the nutrient management plans are in and on time.
Lange also commented that he had contacted Monica Yates-Olsen, FSA, that he would be ready to begin on new CREP contracts again in a week or so.

Loeffelholz stated that Brandt has been working on several projects.  The Sonsalla project is now complete.  He is also doing Gierhart’s crossing, McDermott riprap, and the manure storage abandonment for Greg’s Feed & Seed.  Greg’s used the old slats, the Harvestore foundations, soil, and 6” of gravel to bury the rebar.  There is a driveway on the East and North, and the shed will be used to store fertilizer buggies.  Saam’s worked on the slope so water stays out.  The pump pits will be tinned to shed roof water.  It has been mulched and seeded.  Depending on the spring, this may require repair in the spring.  James asked if soil boring had been done for contamination.  Loeffelholz stated that they had, and they made sure to include an area where there was a hairline crack prior to abandonment.  They tested 5 random places, and broke through to the soil to test 5”-6”.  Samples looked like fresh soil, and also passed the smell test.  The facility operated from 1972-1983.  Failure was due to construction technique of the time, which did not allow enough ventilation.  Wolfe commented that they used no Federal cost share.  They were ineligible because of the storage under the building at that time.  The structure had lots of rebar, and stayed strong.  Greg’s had checked the attic before starting.  They have a height of DOT legal plus 6”.  Brandt spoke with the owners when he got the bills, and both are very happy with the project.  They plan on painting the building.  Bartels commented on the amount of rebar in the new tower by the Highway Department.


USDA Programs:  Bartz reported that NRCS just received word that their Engineering Quality Review stated, “No deficiencies. Very good work all around.”

Wolfe asked about the Makos wash-out.  Bartz said that it has been repaired.


They are working on cover crops, 2 dams, 300’ of riprap, and a rock-lined waterway.


EQIP – They have completed 30 applications and are working on more.  They have received about 100.  


Bartz and Miller did a presentation for the HCE regarding Conservation and Pollinators.


They have had some interest in CRP.  The CRP rates are currently higher than rental rates.  Wolfe said that in the past the rates changed with Farm Bill.  Bartz said she thought it may be reviewed annually.
Other Agency Reports:  None

FSA Programs Progress:   Wolfe stated that he had spoken with Russ Raeder, Acting Conservation Director.  Warren Hanson is the Acting SED.  Russ called back and said that he is well aware of the situation.  Randy Kunsman is the District Director, and would have the first appeal, through the County Committee.  Wang stated that they need more help.  They can get help from other Counties, but they are only here for one day.  They need more employees.  Further discussion was held regarding payments and wait times.  Bartz said she wants the program to succeed for those who are eligible.  Wang stated that there is no time-frame for the payments.  Wolfe stated that in the past they had to pay late charges on late payments.  
James asked if the system is up and going for the new sign-up.  Rental rates are good. One problem with higher rates is that the $50,000 limit per entity is still in place, which will limit acres that can be included.  Some will go into production, or entities will be splitting.  Wolfe stated that they still need to be active in the farm to participate.  He also said that raising the cap takes time.  He recommends contacting Kind & Johnson’s offices about the issue, and start addressing it with the County Committee (Alice Wang, Todd Palzkill, and Andy Upmann-not running again).  Their next meeting is December 10.  They have no closed sessions, and is not intended to deny the public access.  However, to speak you would have to be on the agenda.  It would be good to link up with Pheasants Forever, and other conservation organizations. 
James asked about pollinator habitat.  Burning and inter-seeding of forbs is sometimes done as a cost share practice.  These seedings are hand-harvested and can cost as much as $400/acre or more.

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) Update:  Loeffelholz, Bartz, and Maggied have been working with Fallet and Volk of DATCP to send in a proposal.  They should hear if it has been accepted around the first of the year.  Bartz stated it will focus on the Lafayette County AEA areas with a priority of nutrient plans and cover crops.  This would be a separate program from EQIP.  LCD would help with mailings and office supplies, and if there is a staff person, would house them and provide a vehicle for them to use.  If approved, funding would start in late April or May.  The first year would be less funding, and would be used for making contacts to sell the program.
Plastics Recycling:  Will be discussed at tomorrow’s UWEX meeting.  They are getting more units than was originally planned (up from 12 to 32).  It was asked if others can use them. It may be possible, but they can only have clean plastic, and none will probably be stored near the road.  Landowners will need to sign an agreement, and there will be a pick-up rotation.  The dumpsters are made of recycled plastics, and will be delivered to the County Shop. 

UWEX will also be discussing a Clean Sweep program, and working with Faherty’s on a tire round-up.  GCR charges $10/car tire.  They are talking about doing $1-2/car tire, but you will have to take them to the site. Three or four counties are talking about hosting a Clean Sweep, probably to be held in 2017 for herbicides, chemicals, etc.  
In Correspondence:   None
Approval of Vouchers:  Discussion was held regarding the Greg’s Feed & Seed payment.  In the past, manure storage payments were capped at $25,000.  We have never had such a large abandonment.  Also, the Gierhart and McDermott project estimates and approvals were less than the actual costs of the projects.  
Motion to approve the vouchers as submitted by J. Wiegel and second by Bartels.  Motion carried.

Future agenda items:  1)  Conservation Awards for Conservation Farmer.  Loeffelholz suggested Olthafer if they do have a nutrient management plan.  Bartz suggested Shelliam.  He has done quite a bit of conservation work, is in a nutrient management class, and is working on inter-seeding cover crops with corn.  Bartz also asked if Russell Bros, might be an option.  James said we should speak with the candidate first.

The County sponsoring the Conservation Farmer winner hosts the Conservation Observance Day the following year. Hammer commented that it would be good to let SW Wisconsin be known.  We need to check timelines and costs.  Farm Bureau does provide some funding.  The main cost would be for a catered meal for about 150 people and the rental of a tent. 
2) FSA Programs discussion.

The next meeting of the LCC will be December 1, 2015 at 9:30.m.


Motion by James and second by Hammer to adjourn the meeting at 11:04 a.m.  Motion carried.
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