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    1900 Ervin Johnson Drive
      Darlington, WI 53530-9271
      Phone:  (608) 776-3836

* These minutes are subject to the approval of the Land Conservation Committee on 4/5/2016 *

MINUTES

MEETING OF THE 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
USDA AG CENTER CONFERENCE ROOM

Tuesday, March 1, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Chairman Leon Wolfe.  Others present: Bartels, Hammer, James, Sauer, J. Wiegel, Bartz, Brandt, Lange, Loeffelholz, and N. Larson.  Also present was Micah Bahr.  
Excused:  Wang

Larson stated that the agenda was posted in the USDA Service Center, by the County Clerk's Office, the Darlington Municipal Building, the Darlington Post Office, on the Lafayette County Webpage; and was sent to the press, WEKZ, the DNR, and DATCP.


Motion was made by J. Wiegel and second by Bartels to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried.

Motion made by James and second by Bartels to approve the minutes of the 1/5/2016 LCC meeting, as printed.  Motion carried.

Public Comment:  Sauer commented that the issue for Mr. Bahr could be addressed at item #10.
-Wolfe read the Thank You from the Charles Larson Family.

-Read a letter from WI Land & Water asking that we consider paying the 2016 support and dues.  Hammer stated that he supports paying the dues. They are basically the same as last year.  Motion by Hammer and second by James to pay the basic dues.  Motion carried.

Field Staff & Department Head Report:   
-Loeffelholz stated that Brandt has been working on cost share sign ups and Lange is working on Certificates of Compliance for WLI (the Working Lands Initiative).  Loeffelholz reported that 2 weeks ago, a report was received of manure being spread on the ground in winter.  They went out, and it was bed-pack manure; and they have a nutrient management plan.  The DNR had been called 3 days in a row, and there seems to be an issue between the resident and farming.  Not all the issues were manure related.

-Wolfe said that he had received a voicemail regarding a County D property, and dirt washing onto the road.  He did not see much on the road, but Loeffelholz will take a look at it.
-A copy of the letter from Mike Gilbertson, DNR, regarding the September 21, 2015 fish kill was handed out (see copy).  No fine was required because no game fish were killed.

-Brandt:  Stated they could not pinpoint one spot for the fish kill.
This is the first time in 35+ years that he has only had 12 cost share sign ups.

He is working with Paramount Calves, LLC on a permit for putting up a slurry-store.  They will be separating the manure and the milkhouse waste.

Oak Ridge permit hearing-They hope to start pushing dirt yet this year for a mirror-image set-up with Darlington Ridge.  Each site would be 4,000 cows.  Sauer commented that there are no restrictions on animal units (AU) because we do not have an Animal Siting Ordinance.  Loeffelholz stated that he would work on an ordinance, but the animal units cannot be less than the State’s 500 AU; and anything over 1,000 AU is permitted by the State.  The question was asked why Iowa County has no CAFO sized farms.  All of their townships were zoned agricultural when zoning began.  Also, no one is specified to do physical animal counts for the counties.  Bahr had attended a UW Symposium where they discussed water usage.  He said big dairies could use 50 gals/cow/day, which would be 230 gals/minute.  DNR regulates high capacity wells only if they affect municipal water supplies.  Loeffelholz stated he would work on the Animal Siting Ordinance, but when it was previously attempted it had no traction.  We cannot control the high capacity wells (70 gals/minute).  Darlington Ridge currently has approximately the same water usage as the City of Darlington.  They will be drilling 2 wells (in case one would go down), and they will alternate pumping.  James commented that Kewaunee County has more restriction on water and spreading.  They have more CAFO’s.  Loeffelholz asked if they wanted him to prepare a livestock siting ordinance.  Sauer stated that the unzoned townships are open.  He had discussed zoning and township level ordinances at the November Darlington Township meeting.  Passage is not likely in Darlington, Seymour, or Willow Springs townships.  Animal siting is County-wide, but cannot be more restrictive than the DNR.  Bahr asked if a township can do their own.  The answer is yes, but they have to enforce their own ordinance.  Bahr also commented that 4-year leases for spreading are causing higher rental rates.  Loeffelholz asked for direction on the livestock siting ordinance.  J. Wiegel said it seemed that zoning by the townships is the best option.  James stated that we need to start somewhere, but who will be the manure cop?  Bahr stated that at the forum the stated it would be NRCS.  NRCS is not regulatory, except that they can take away Federal payments and crop insurance subsidies.  They do have a year to get back into compliance however.  Bahr said they are trying to get residents in Kendall Township to do well sampling, but most don’t want to know.  Regulation goes more to DNR. 
After further discussion it was decided Loeffelholz should put together an ordinance using 750 AU as the number, and bring it to the next meeting.  Check with WI Land & Water in regard to policing.  DATCP wrote the model ordinance.  We will need local input also.

Manure on the roadway- There are 3 ways to handle:  1) It is reported to DNR, they will come out if it is a significant amount.  2) Is have law enforcement come out, but because of the way the laws are written it is difficult for them to prosecute.  James commented that it is complaint driven, and they are contacting LCD & DNR.  Loeffelholz commented on the Fennimore incident a week ago where the pump ran all night.  The farmer called it in, and so far it is considered a transfer accident.  We will how it plays out.  Most farmers here use a consultant or go to Snap+ classes.  Haulers are still requesting that farms add extra water for agitation.  

3)  Townships have responsibilities.  Unzoned townships are starting to pay the price.

When the Oak Ridge public hearing is scheduled, the date and time will be sent to the LCC, Jack Sauer, and Micah Bahr.  They now need 5 people to complain to require a public hearing.


Lange reported that he has issued 154 Certificates of Compliance, and has 70 on the Status Review schedule.  He received 293 self-certification forms.


He also completed the No Fear Act Training – annual computer security training.


Did 10 landowner Snap+ Updates.  For March 24 he already has another 5-6 wanting to attend.

He has completed 10-12 CREP notices, 2 of them he has called 3 times.  He is sending a letter with a 30 day limit, or FSA will stop the contract.


USDA Programs:  Bartz handed out a copy of Shelliam’s success story (See copy).  He has been great to work with on conservation improvements.

They had a joint meeting with Green County for contractors.  It was well-attended.


Miller and Bartz did presentations for Farm Bureau, the Bluebird Society, and Farmer’s Union.


They also hosted a burn workshop here.  

Conservation Stewardship is due by March 31. A landowner needs to do 1-2 practices in addition to what they are already doing.  Lafayette has the most in the state.

EQIP sign-ups – They have 30-35 ready for funding during this 2nd round, and could have more if they get more funding.
Other Agency Reports:  None

Wolf Control:  Sauer had received information on a resolution regarding wolves being on the endangered species list.  In the past, they have been de-listed, and then put back on the endangered species list by a federal judge.  They are talking about making a law so it would be under State control.  James commented that at Conservation Congress there was a unanimous vote of no to protecting wolves.  DNR will protect them until all the Great Lakes States have enough.  After discussion, a motion was made by James and a second by Hammer to accept the resolution modifying it to read a wolf overwinter minimum count goal of 80 or less in the next revision of the Wisconsin Wolf Plan. (See copy)  Motion carried.

Manure on Road and Livestock Numbers-Discussion and December 1, 2015 DNR Letter from Mike Gilbertson regarding Spill:  Were covered earlier.

Voluntary Notice of Non-Compliance:  Thomas & Debra Lethlean.  Motion to accept by J. Wiegel and second by Hammer.  Motion carried.

2015 Well Abandonment Costs:  At the last meeting, it was requested that Brandt bring in a copy of the costs for last year’s well abandonments.  (See Copy)
County Cost Share Sign-up Approvals:  Brandt brought a list of the sign-up contracts.  Cost Share funds are still available.  Motion to approve the contracts was made by James, second by J. Wiegel.  Motion carried.
Best of Show Trophy:  Motion by J. Wiegel and second by Hammer to approve the purchase of the Jr. Science, Best of Show Trophy for the Fair.  Motion carried.

911 Addressing Information:  Lauree Aulik, Land Information requested that this item be added so all departments are aware.  County F, out of Darlington runs North and West.  This has caused some repetition of addresses.  Also, there are some roads with the same, or very similar names.  This may result in some address changes.  As they are mapping they will make some changes, and she wanted the departments to be aware.

WI Land & Water Conference:  Lange showed the committee the basket he had done for the silent auction.  Brunkow Cheese had donated product, and Shullsburg gave a discounted price for the items.  This year, Pecatonica Beer was also included.

Plastics and Tire Recycling:  Tire recycling will be held March 17 & 18 at First Capital Salvage in Belmont.  The price is $160/ton, but the County will pay $25/ton per address – with a limit of 4.
Plastics recycling – They are picking up about once every 6 weeks.

Darlington Fire Department is hosting an electronics recycling on Saturday morning.

They are planning a joint Clean Sweep with the neighboring counties in 2017 or 2018.
In Correspondence:   None
Approval of Vouchers:  Motion by Bartels and second by James to approve the vouchers.  Motion carried


Future Agenda Items:  Livestock Siting

The next meeting of the LCC will be Tuesday, April 5, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.


Motion by J. Wiegel and second by Hammer to adjourn the meeting at 11:31 a.m.  Motion carried.
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