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    1900 Ervin Johnson Drive
      Darlington, WI 53530-9271
      Phone:  (608) 776-3836

* These minutes are subject to the approval of the Land Conservation Committee on 5/3/2016 *

MINUTES

MEETING OF THE 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
USDA AG CENTER CONFERENCE ROOM

Tuesday, April 5, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Chairman Leon Wolfe.  Others present: Bartels, Hammer, James, Sauer, Bartz, Lange, Loeffelholz, and N. Larson.  Also present were: Micah Bahr, Mark Kieler, and Kriss Marion.  
Excused: Wang, J. Wiegel, 

Larson stated that the agenda was posted in the USDA Service Center, by the County Clerk's Office, the Darlington Municipal Building, the Darlington Post Office, on the Lafayette County Webpage, Atty. Russell; and was sent to the press, WEKZ, the DNR, and DATCP.


Motion was made by James and second by Bartels to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried.

Motion made by James and second by Bartels to approve the minutes of the 3/1/2016 LCC meeting, as printed.  Motion carried.

Public Comment:  Kieler commented on bad water samples.
Bahr commented on the NRCS Conservation Practice Standard, Code 527-Karst Sinkhole Treatment.
Kriss Marion introduced herself as the candidate for the Blanchardville Supervisor position.  She is trying to learn about the Board and the Committees.


Field Staff & Department Head Report:   
-Loeffelholz stated that the Public Hearing for Oak Ridge Dairy was yesterday.  This will be addressed at Item #17.
Lange stated that he has 10+ landowners signed up for Snap + classes.

He also sent out to 2 letters to landowners who signed CREP contracts with FSA, but haven’t completed the LCD portion.  A time limit was set for signature before the contract was voided.  He also notarized several cost share contracts.
He is prepping for status reviews, and has 56 ready with the maps pulled. 

Loeffelholz reported that Brandt has been working on cost share contracts, well abandonments, and tree orders.


USDA Programs:  Bartz reported that they have 23 EQIP contracts for $287,000 and another 9 for the 2nd round if funding is available.  It is possible they may get even more; there are 30 names on a waiting list.

Earth Day will be held Thursday, April 21 at Woodford Park.


CSP-They have 40 applications, (tied for the most in the State).


CRP – They are working with seed contractors.


They have been working on rock-lined waterways and streambank protection.
Other Agency Reports:  None

SWRM Grant Application for 2017:  The grant has been completed, and will need to be signed by Wolfe and sent to DATCP.  Motion by James and second by Hammer to approve the 2017 DATCP/DNR Grant Application.  Motion carried.
Midwest Business Contract:  LCD has taken over the contract for the old Land Records Department copier.  This is a maintenance contract, and we pay according to the monthly copy count.  The count is coming in about the same as it was. And Midwest Business has agreed to renew the contract for 2 years with no increase in fee.  Motion by Hammer and second by Bartels.  Motion carried.  Bills are actually paid with Planning & Zoning funds, but monthly meetings are not always held for approvals.
Interdepartmental Charges – Hwy:   Informational Only:  The Highway bill will now be handled as an interdepartmental charge.  The LCC Chair will sign, and LCD will supply the correct codes to Finance.
2015 Carryover Request:  1) Vehicle Replacement is in the budget and is requested to carryover.  Vehicle Replacement is no longer a line item.  The line item account allowed for 2 years to budget enough for 1 vehicle purchase.

2) Mine Reclamation –This account was set up in Land Conservation, and funding can be transferred by Finance.  Will show staff hours to claim some of the funding, however it cannot be used for Lange’s salary as his position is funded 100% by DATCP.  
Voluntary Notice of Non-Compliance:  None at this time.
County Cost Share Sign-up Approvals:  Approval for the following contracts was discussed:  Gene Dirksen – Wetland Scrape, Mark A. Rielly – Grade Stabilization Structure, and Thomas & Margaret White – Well Abandonment.  Motion to approve the contracts was made by James, second by Hammer.  Motion carried.
LCD Phone System:  Bartz stated that the Federal phone system for the USDA Service Center will now be an internet system and be routed through Kansas City.  Phones will no longer be available to either Conservation & Zoning, or to DNR.  Loeffelholz spoke with Chris from IT and Tom form CenturyLink.  There recommendations were:  1) Buy phones to replace the current phones, which are owned by USDA.  They estimate $650 for installation, and this would use the Human Services lines.  The change is planned to take place in May  
Bartz stated that these changes are taking place, and that they are waiting for Lafayette County until the end.  We will no longer be able to transfer calls within the building when the change is made.  

Livestock Siting/Licensing Ordinance:  Licensing is a county-wide ordinance and Siting would affect only the zoned townships.  Currently for the unzoned townships (Benton, Blanchard, Darlington, New Diggings, Seymour, Willow Springs, and White Oak Springs) there is nothing in place to monitor operations until they are CAFO-sized.  At that point, they fall under DNR jurisdiction. Loeffelholz was asked what CAFO operations we have in the County.  They are: Kamps, Cottonwood, Pat Place, Opitz, and Darlington Ridge.  Several more would be very close.  These operations would be ok as is, until they substantially change.  Bahr commented that people should be obligated to report a facility of over 400 dairy cows.  He also feels the Committee has an obligation there.  Loeffelholz also commented on the DNR question of what is a facility.  Do they share machinery?  Are they different entities?  The County has no legal right to limit the right to make a living.
Sauer commented that he preferred licensing since the Siting Ordinance would be zoned townships only.  Also felt the $750 fee sounded ok.  Loeffelholz asked about setback distances also.  Corp Counsel recommended having it read twice at County Board.

Kieler asked about a 350’ setback from the property line.  Bartz stated that it is covered in the NRCS Standards.  

Sauer commented on separating large & small animal units, but this is a separate issue.  We are not allowed to go below 500 animal units (au.) and DNR has jurisdiction on anything above 1,000 au.  He also asked what Grant, Green, and Iowa counties have.  Grant has none.  Green and Iowa are all licensing.  Green County has county-wide zoning, but not Ag Zoning.  Motion by James and second by Bartels to send the Licensing Ordinance to Corporate Counsel for review.  Motion carried.
Will send to Corporation Counsel before approving and at a Special LCC meeting and in preparation for the next County Board meeting on April 19, 2016.

Oak Ridge Public Hearing Report:  Wolfe reported that 110 people were in attendance.  He felt it was a good learning experience.  There was a lot of support on the civil side.  In the Public hearing comments can be made, but questions cannot be answered.
Sauer commented that he felt a question and answer period was needed.  People don’t realize what is coming.  He said people testified that DiGangi is a “nice guy”.  He doesn’t disagree, but felt that isn’t the issue.  What was rented ground for grain farms is now manure hauling land at $400/acre.  It is spread 2-3 times per year and knifed in.  Is it going to get into the wells?  If a well is polluted, who is responsible and how do find the owner of a corporation.
Loeffelholz stated that he had requested a copy of the nutrient management plan (NMP).  He questioned the fact that it shows no tile lines on any of the ground.
Bahr asked if it is possible to get a moratorium. Marion stated that it isn’t on a completed permit, and the County will have nothing until the licensing ordinance is passed.

Wolfe commented that he would like more DNR feedback.  Marion stated that DNR deals only with pollution discharge, not how the community is protected; and they are very understaffed.

Oak Ridge has already applied for high capacity wells. Bahr stated that DNR only looks at it if it has significantly affected the municipal water supply; and doesn’t include private well owners.

Discussion was also held regarding the community subsidizing low-income housing for corporation employees.

Plastics and Tire Recycling:  Sauer stated he had taken 2 loads for $636 for 5 tons.  The project needs better advertising though.  There were few people, but a lot of tires.  The cost was $160/ton before the discount.  Billing for the project was split between LCD, Health, and the County Board.
Plastics are being picked up regularly, but would like more often.

Ludlum would like to see it done county-wide.  James said it seems to be working.  Wolfe said it is through Delta in Missouri.  He is hoping they will want to expand the project.
In Correspondence:   None
Approval of Vouchers:  Motion by James and second by Bartels to approve the vouchers.  Motion carried


Future Agenda Items:  Livestock Siting, Phones, Conservation Awards, WI Land & Water Conference Report

The next meeting of the LCC will be Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.


Motion by James and second by Hammer to adjourn the meeting at 11:35 a.m.  Motion carried.
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* These minutes are subject to the approval of the Land Conservation Committee on 5/3/2016 *

MINUTES

MEETING OF THE 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
USDA AG CENTER CONFERENCE ROOM

Tuesday, April 18, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 1:10 p.m. by Chairman Leon Wolfe.  Others present: Bartels, James, D. Larson, Sauer, Bartz, Lange, Loeffelholz, and N. Larson.  Also present were: Bahr, Mark Kostohrys, Marion, and Members of the press Barnes-Republican Journal and Cooke-The Monroe Times .  
Excused:  Hammer, Wang, J. Wiegel, 

Larson stated that the agenda was posted in the USDA Service Center, by the County Clerk's Office, the Darlington Municipal Building, the Darlington Post Office, on the Lafayette County Webpage, Atty. Russell; and was sent to the press, WEKZ, the DNR, and DATCP.


Motion was made by James and second by Bartels to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried.

Livestock Siting/Licensing Ordinance:  Corporate Counsel Nathan Russell had reviewed the ordinance.  The DATCP standard ordinance was used, so Russell found only minor changes except for one.

Changes include:

1. In Sec. 3 Definitions – Names Only.  Added select from Ordinance, as recommended.

2. Reference the Committee

3. Page 4, Section 5 – Remove general language which creates a new position and  make it the Conservation & Zoning Manager.  This is a title adjustment from Administrator to the Manager.

4. Page 5 Aesthetic corrections – take out sample language.

5. Not in effect until passage of the ordinance, instead of 2006.

6. Re-labeled so it is a more uniform layout.

7. Change Arbitrator of Appeals to LCC or in the County.

Loeffelholz added that we needed to change Page 3, P2 from 500 to 750 animal units.

Wolfe Section V – Not to create a different title.  

The intent of the Committee was for the fee to be $750, and not $500.

Lange added that on Page 7 – Section 10 we need to add “be” and issue(d).

Wolfe asked if the public had any questions.

Kostohrys:  Thank you.

A question was asked regarding compliance monitoring.  Loeffelholz stated that we can get the Sheriff or a court order under this section.

D. Larson commented:  Even in unzoned townships.

Motion by James and second by Bartels to amend the previously adopted ordinance as recommended by Corporation Counsel Russell, to allow the above-mentioned changes to the Livestock Licensing Ordinance.  As per Russell, since the change was properly noticed, the change could be passed by a simple majority vote.  Roll Call vote:  Bartels – Yes, Hammer – Absent, James – Yes, Wang – Absent, J. Wiegel - Absent, D. Larson – Yes. Wolfe – Yes.  Motion carried.

The Licensing Ordinance will be sent on to the County Board for 2 readings, April 19 and to the May meeting of the Full County Board. 

Will send to Corporation Counsel for the next County Board meeting on April 19, 2016.


The next meeting of the LCC will be Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.


Motion by Larson and second by James to adjourn the meeting at 1:34 p.m.  Motion carried.
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